
Reception - Term 1 - Knowledge Organiser - Art - Mark making 

 

word definition 

Drawing A picture or diagram made with a pencil, pen, 
or crayon rather than paint.  

Pencil An instrument for writing or drawing, con-

sisting of a thin stick of graphite or a simi-

lar substance enclosed in a long thin piece 

of wood.  

Crayon  A pencil or stick of coloured chalk or wax, 

used for drawing.  

Felt tip A pen with a writing point made of felt or 

other tightly packed fibres.  

Mark making Describes the different lines, dots, marks, 

patterns and textures we create in an art-

work.  

Chalk  A white soft earthy limestone. 

Patterns  A repeated decorative design. 

Lines A mark made using a drawing tool or 

brush.  

Portrait  A drawing or painting of a persons face.  

Self portrait A portrait that an artist produces of them-

selves.  

Subject Specific Vocabulary  

There are lots of different tools we can use to draw a 

picture. Some of these tools could be: 

  

 

 

 

Crayons, Colour 

pencils and chalks. 

 

 

We can also use these tools to make different lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge 

 

 

 

 

Interesting books 

Research at home 

At home, can you make a drawing using 

different tools such as felt tip pens, cray-

ons and colour pencils.  

 



Reception - Term 3 - Knowledge Organiser - Art - Painting and mixed media 

word definition 

Texture Texture is how something looks or feels. 

Mix Combining colours or materials . 

Stick Attach materials together . 

Landscape A picture of the outdoors. 

Collage Making artwork by cutting or tearing pictures, 
paper, or other materials and sticking them 
together to create a new picture or design.  

Abstract A kind of art where the picture doesn’t have to 
look like real life, instead, it uses colours, 
shapes, and lines to show feelings or ideas.  

Transient art Art that is not fixed or permanent.  

Loose parts Loose parts are materials that can be moved, 

carried, combined, redesigned, lined up, and 

taken apart and put back together in multiple 

ways e.g. buttons, bottle lids, pine cones etc. 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

 

Sticky Knowledge 
Megan Coyle creates collages of animals, build-
ings, people, food and places. 

Her landscape collages are all inspired by photo-
graphs she has taken on her travels. Sometimes 
they show the countryside  

Interesting artists 

Research at home 

At home, make your own transient art from 

loose parts.  

 



Reception - Term 5 - Knowledge Organiser - Art - Sculpture and 3D 

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary  

 

 

Sticky Knowledge 

Sculptor - 

Nick Bibby 

 

 

 

Interesting artists 

Research at home 

At home, practise techniques using 

playdough.  Can you: 

• Squeeze it in each hand 

• Roll it between two hands to make a 

sausage 

• Roll it between two hands to make a 

ball 

• Pinch it between thumb and each fin-

ger 

• Squash it flat 

word definition 

Clay Moist sticky earth. 

Modelling Working clay into a shape or form. 

Scoring Cutting or scratching the surface of clay. 

Pinching Squeezing between the thumb and finger. 

Coiling Fixing rings of clay on top of each other.  

Kneading Squeezing or pressing together using the 

hands and fingers.  

Carving Using tolls to scrape away some of the ma-

terials.  


