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Year 1 newsletter 

• Further information linked to each subject area e.g. key 

vocabulary, key facts, interesting books etc. 

• Please see our website for these
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Knowledge Organisers

• Provides you with a brief summary about what will be taught 
in each subject area this term.

• It has been e-mailed out to all Year 1 Parents and Carers.   



Read Write Inc. 

• Children are taught phonics for 30 minutes, 5 times a week 
through a programme called Read Write Inc (RWI). 

• As we teach RWI across the school, your child will go to the 
appropriate group for their current level and next steps. 

• Your child will learn to read in a very simple way. He or she 
will learn to: 

1. Read letters by their ‘sounds’
2. Blend these sounds into words 
3. Read the words in a story.

• Please attend the ‘Reading at home/phonics’ workshop at 
2.40pm on Monday 2nd October to find out more about the 
teaching of reading at our school. 
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Phonic Screening Check – June 
2023

• At the end of Year 1 children will complete a statutory 
Phonics Screening Check. 

• During the Phonics Screening Check, children are 
asked to read (i.e. decode) 40 words. Some of these 
words are real words and some are pseudo-words. A 
pseudo-word is a fake word that features strings of 
letters that resemble real words.

• The check takes place in June. If a child doesn’t meet 
the expected standard, they will be given the 
appropriate support with their phonics to help them 
further and will re-sit the test at the end of Year 2. 
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Weekly Spelling

• Children will be given 10 spellings to learn every week. 

• These spellings will have a rule e.g. When to use ss or ff 
to finish a word.

At the end of one-syllable words that have a vowel (a, e, 
i, o, u) IMMEDIATELY followed by either an f, l, or s or 
sometimes z, you MUST double the consonant.

To help children learn their spellings, ready for their spelling 
test, we suggest practicing 4 times a week.
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Please read at home with your 
child everyday and sign their 
reading log. Children will be 
rewarded with house points for 
reading at home.

You can make a comment if you 
would like or you can just put 
your initials to show you have 
listened to them read. 

You will also find a phonic 
checklist in the reading log and 
a list of common exception 
words to practice. 
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Children will make a lot of 
progress in year 1. We know that 
practicing everyday makes a 
huge difference!
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This book is repetitive – look at 

the dog, look at the cat, look at 

the beetle etc. 

This book has large clear 

pictures with vocabulary yr1 

children should be comfortable 

using – dog, cat, beetle, bird. 

This book has simple 

grammar – look at the …., 

look at the…. Which a year 1 

child should be able to use 

easily. 

The vocabulary in this book is 

challenging and specific. It is 

not always supported by the 

pictures. 

This book has complex 

grammar – phrases are only 

repeated for emphasis, there 

are a variety of ways the 

same word is used across the 

text. 



Physical Education is 2 x 
a week on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons. 

We do a combination of 
Real P.E. to teach 
different physical skills, 
along with dance, yoga 
and games. 
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If you might be available to 
help in class or with other 
events, please let us know. 
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Parent helpers are incredibly valued by the school.

Help in class – could you spare 1hr a week to listen to 

children read? 

Help with learning – do you have a particular skill – cooking, 

art, building – that you would like to share with the children? 

Help on trips – trips can only go ahead with enough adults to 

ensure that children are kept safe. 

Please visit the office to pick up a form to fill in to become a 

parent helper.



Don’t worry –
we know there 
is a lot of new 
information.
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